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A Golden Opportunity or is that a 
Birch Bark Opportunity 

By Fr. Jim Kaptein 
 

A few months ago when I couldn’t 
sleep I was thinking of the things 

that are happening in my life and what is 
happening in our diocese.  The Holy Spirit 
inspired me to put two and two together.  A 
while back our bishop noted that one of the 
groups in our Church that is often neglected are 
the young adults, those aged 18-25.  At the same 
time I was thinking of my greatest passion; that 
of canoeing on the northern waters.  Bill Mason 
once said, “First God created a canoe, then he 
created a country to go with it.”  Northern 
Saskatchewan offers some of the greatest 
canoeing in the world, and in my opinion that is 
where one can truly encounter God.  So to this 
end, with Bishop Albert’s blessing, the Vocations 
Commission has agreed to initiate a pilot 
project—that of organizing a canoe trip to 
northern Saskatchewan, with a group of young 
adults from our diocese.  The first thing I did was 
conscript Fr. Travis Myrheim to come along.  The 
second thing I did was secure a week off.  Now 
the only thing left is to secure a group of 
paddlers.  Experience is not a necessity; however 
we will be limited by age and numbers.  
Participants must be young adults over 18 (no 
exceptions) who are willing to rough it a little.  
Due to protocol logistics we are limited to males 
only (A female trip may be organized next year if 
enough interest is shown).  If you are interested 
please email me, Fr. Jim Kaptein, at 
vocations@padiocese.ca. 
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Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert 

Vocations Commission Video Contest 
 

Official Guidelines and Contest Rules 
 

Guidelines 
- The video must reflect the theme of “How has God called you to serve?” 
- The video should not be longer than three minutes 
- Should be sent in one of the following video formats: AVI, FLV, WMV, MOV, and MP4 
 

Eligibility  
To be eligible, your video must relate to this years theme, “How Has God called you to serve?” specifically 
in a religious Vocation.  It must be received by April 12th, 2019. The video contest is open to youth between 
the ages of 4-19 who live within the Diocese of Prince Albert. Group submissions are acceptable however, 
all participants must sign a release allowing the use of the video for promotional purposes by the Vocations 
Commission and the Roman Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert.  
 
Permissions  
All participants, including producers, actors, musicians, and anyone else whose image or sound is on your 
submission, must turn in a signed entry form along with the video. Your permission allows us to promote the 
contest and spread the word on vocations through the use of your message. Please have everyone who 
appears on the screen fill out the appropriate form. These forms must be completed for you to receive your 
prize money should you be one of our contest winners. The School/Teacher/etc. information on the entry 
form is requested – if applicable – so that we can give credit when teachers assign, encourage, and/or enable 
participation in the contest. If you are producing your video on your own, please disregard that part of the 
entry form.  
 
Conditions  
All footage, including music, must be originally created material or you must obtain proper legal permission 
to use someone else’s copyrighted material. Entries will be void if they are incomplete, late lost, damaged, or 
are not able to be viewed due to technical error. No entries will be returned. All entrants give the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Prince Albert and the Vocation Commission permission to use the videos, including the 
right to use their names, photographs, and video submissions for advertising, publicity and promotion 
purposes, and to edit or make changes to the announcement. By entering this contest, entrants agree to abide 
by these contest rules and regulations.  
 
Entry Submission  

- Entries can be submitted in one of two methods 
o Email – vocations@padiocese.ca 
o USB – drop off at the Diocesan Office 

 
Once judged, the winning submission will receive: 
First place: $50 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
Second place: $25 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
 
Questions?  
Contact Father Jim Kaptein via email – vocations@padiocese.ca 
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Sisters of the Presentation of Mary 
By Sr. Rose-Marie Sanche 

 
A year ago, in mid-December, the Presentation of Mary Infirmary was moved to 3101-3rd 

Avenue East.  Our elderly and ill Sisters adjusted very well considering the change in space from one home 
to the other.  The fact that some of these women had spent most of their life in the same house could have 
been a much greater problem than it turned out to be. 
   
We were only eight at the outset, so we had our little chapel, which held the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament. We carried on with our community and individual prayer life, our meals together, and found 
many ways to have fun as a group. To begin with, Mass was sporadic, but we now celebrate the Eucharist 
three times a week with one or the other of our Deanery 1 Priests.  On the other days we celebrate with Daily 
Mass for the Day on TV and receive Communion.   
 
We have now grown to a group of 12 Sisters.  Our personal and community prayer life remain intact.  We 
often have people who just drop in to say hello and pass some time with us.  Hospitality is very high on our 
agenda.  We try to remain in contact with those with whom we have worked as well as with family and 
friends.   
 
In their leisure time, the Sisters work on word-searches, games on computer, translations, and simply enjoy 
the company of each other.  Group crafts, cards and games often elicit bursts of laughter! 
 
Our day starts with prayer and, at the end of the afternoon, ends with prayer.  God uses us in mysterious 
ways because, behind the scenes, we are a power-house of prayer for others.  As Pope Francis says so well: 
Old age is a time of grace, in which the Lord will renew his call: calls us to preserve and transmit the faith, 
calls us to pray, especially to intercede; calls us to be close to those who may be in need. The elderly have a 
capacity to understand the most difficult situations: a great ability - and when they pray for these situations, 
their prayer is strong. It is powerful. That is our mission and we take it seriously!   

The Resource Center Store is bringing in a new line of Religious bears. 
The Bear selection includes 

Two very special bears  

for Vocations  

I will be taking orders if your Parish or 
yourself is interested in purchasing for 

your vocations Awareness ministry. 
(i.e. sending home with your vocation cross.) 

For	more	information	or	to	place	an	order	please	contact	Debbie	at	the	Resource	Center	
at	306-922-4747	ext.	229	or	email	resources@padiocese.ca	
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Diocese of Prince Albert Student Art/Poster Contest 
 

May 12 is Mother’s day, but it is also the World Day of Prayer for Vocations.  Pope Francis 
encourages everyone to support and pray for vocations to religious life as a priest, deacon, or religious sister.   

The Diocese of Prince Albert wants to mark this special day with a student art/poster contest.  The 
purpose of this contest is to invite students to create art that promotes vocations to religious life.  The 
invitation to participate is open to students from K to grade 12.  There are three categories: K-5, Gr 6-9, Gr 
10-12.  

 
Regulations 

- Entry deadline is April 12. Entries are to be sent to the Diocesan Office 
- Entries must have the theme of “How Has God called you to serve?”  High School entries must also 

include one of the following:  Vocational prayer, vocational quote, or bible passage related to 
vocations. 

- Entries are to be no smaller than a regular sized sheet of paper (8.5 x 11) and no larger than 40cm by 
50cm. 

- Entries are to be two dimensional in traditional art media (pen and ink, crayon, oil, watercolour, 
collage, fabric art, etc).  No digital art, photography or three dimensional art.  

- Winning submission will be displayed in the Prince Albert Catholic Churches for a short period of 
time. If the student wishes, the art piece may be picked up from the Diocesan Office after May 15th.   

- To enter, complete the entry form and include with the art piece.   
 

Prizes: 
- Once judged, the winning submission will receive: 

o First place 
§ Elementary:  $50 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
§ Middle School (grade 6-9): $50 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
§ High School: $50 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre   

o Second place 
§ Elementary:  $25 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
§ Middle School (grade 6-9): $25 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre 
§ High School: $25 gift certificate to Cineplex Theatre  

Vocations awareness - Entry Form 
 
Student’s  First Name only  ______________________________________________________ 
 
School ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Teacher _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Title of art ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade Level  (please circle) 

- Elementary  (K -5) 
 

- Middle School  (Gr 6 – 9) 
o Briefly explain how this piece demonstrates Catholic vocations. 

- High School  (Gr 10- 12)  
o Briefly explain how this piece demonstrates Catholic vocations. 

 
o Does your art include a vocation prayer, vocation message, or bible verse that supports 

vocations?    
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