
Continued from the front page... 
From Parousia to Advent 

In the first reading, the shoot that sprouts from the 
root of Jesse, David's father, proclaims a dramatic 
reversal of what could be expected. In biblical times, a 
tree was a treasure and a dead tree, a symbol of sin. I 
remember seeing a stump of an olive tree in an Italian 
orchard with a shoot which had produced a branch. This 
new life could become an olive tree and potentially last 
for a thousand years.  

The prophet Isaiah prophesized the birth of a 
descendant of a royal family that people thought had 
ceased to exist. This descendant would be a man of 
God and a rallying sign for everyone. This king would 
symbolize and guarantee God’s presence among his 
people. Hope was also reinforced by the images of wild 
and domestic animals that would co-exist peacefully on 
earth and enjoy a vegetarian diet. The world would then 
return to the harmony of earlier days. 

The Gospel is also teeming with strong images. 
We learn details of St. John the Baptist’s life in the 
desert: his clothes, food and agricultural references. 
He mentions the unproductive tree that is cut down 
and burned. He also uses the image of gathering 
wheat into the granary and burning the chaff at the 
end of the harvest. The image is clear: conversion 
leads to a sorting process, a final, definitive judgment 
and the growth that God has dreamed for our world. 

Alain Faucher, priest  

Translated by Honore Kerwin Borrelli 
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Faith, as shared in Church, opens onto a vast and 
hopeful horizon as we anticipate Christ’s return. 
Despite whatever tr ibulations we endure, our 
Church encourages us to focus on a future far 
beyond our past and present circumstances. Christ 
took on our human flesh, suffered, died for us and rose 
from the dead two millennia ago. As we prepare for 
Christmas, we renew our commitment to maintain our 
faith as St. John the Baptist told his followers: Even 
now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire (Mt 3:10).  

As we celebrate Advent, we move beyond our 
present circumstances and hopefully anticipate our 
future. How did the authors of these biblical texts 
express these magnificent promises? There are a 
series of remarkable and inspiring images to support 
our desire to engage in the joyous expectation of 
Christ’s return. This strategy is especially evident on 
this second Sunday of Advent. Many images from 
Mediterranean countries unveil our world’s destination, 
according to God’s plan. Here are some examples that 
anticipate the joyful transformations that are possible 
in our world. 
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The Week at a Glance 
Sat Dec 7 5:00pm Mass in Carrot River For Jean Baskey 

Sun Dec 8 9:00am Mass in Zenon Park For the people 

  11:00am Mass in Arborfield For Souls in   

       Purgatory 

Mon Dec 9  11:00am Mass in Zenon Park For Missionaries  

      and volunteers 

Tues Dec 10 9:00am Mass in Zenon Park For Sanctuary for  

      displaced persons 

Wed Dec 11 9:00am Mass in Zenon Park For †Lucienne  

        Fortier 

  7:00pm Reconciliation in Zenon Park 

Thurs Dec 12 6:00pm Adoration in Carrot River 

  7:00pm Mass in Carrot River For †Wayne   

       Newstead 

Fri Dec 13 10:00am Mass in Arborfield Care Home 

  7:00pm Adoration in Zenon Park 

  8:00pm Mass in Zenon Park For Gary Laliberte 

Sat Dec 14 5:00pm Mass in Carrot River For †Nick   

     Panchyshyn 

Sun Dec 15 9:00am Mass in Zenon Park For †Richard Daoust 

  11:00am Mass in Arborfield For the people 

 

Mass Times for Nov/Dec 

Sat 7:30pm – Carrot River   

Sun 9:00am – Zenon Park 

Sun 11:00am – Arborfield 

 

Christmas mass times: Dec 24th - Carrot River 5pm, Arborfield 

7pm, Zenon Park 9pm. Christmas Day Zenon Park 10am 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements and Activities 
    

Ministry             Dec 8    Dec 15   

Commentator Marie   Joann 

Reader  Jeanne   Mark 

Cup   Sue, James  Guy, Neil 

Hospitality    Neil, Lorraine  Bob, Lisa 

Offerings    Bob, Lisa  Lorraine, Neil 

Sacristan  Jeanne   Sue 

 

Cleaning Schedule 

Dec 9 - Dec 15, 2019 Bob & Lisa Hamelin 

Dec 16 - Dec 22, 2019 Flo & MaryAnn Perrault 

 

Last week's collection total:  $491.00 Thank You 

 

 
There will be a potluck and bake sale following Mass on Sunday, 
December 15.  A silver collection will be taken and all proceeds will go 
Catholic Missions in Canada. 

 

  
 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal: 

“Increase Our Faith… From Seed to Harvest.” 
October 6 – December 31, 2019 

Donations to date for St. Lucy's $2,830 

Every gift is greatly appreciated! 


